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President’s Message

 Beta Beta Members,  

As we begin the new year, I ask all Beta 
Beta Dallas/Denton members to 
reconnect with Sigma Theta Tau. The 
organization is growing and large 
applicant pools are awaiting notification 
of selection to our chapter. The Board 
of Directors strives to offer scholarship 
opportunities that are of interest to the 
members. The Founder’s Day event in 
October was well attended and 
extremely interesting as the panel 
spoke about their nursing experiences 
around the world. Pictures and stories 
brought their interactions with clients to 
life. As a chapter co-sponsor, many of 
us attended the 19th National Nursing Research Conference in cooperation 
with the VA in October with its focus on evidence-based practice. As you can 
see, the Beta Beta Chapter has a mandate to support scholarship activities 
throughout the community. In November, the chapter sponsored an End of 
Life Seminar at TWU for senior level students. In January, a group of ten 
Korean students were on campus for a two-week educational program. The 
Beta Beta Chapter co-sponsored a luncheon on the last day of their program.

With a goal to provide a service to others, the chapter continues to support 
philanthropic causes. In December, the chapter participated in the TWU 
Holiday Gift Drive. We brought wonderful gifts for four children of TWU 
students who needed some assistance. The chapter is very interested in 
supporting the community so please let us know of any needs that the 
chapter can support.

The spring offers new and exciting opportunities for our members. Please 
plan to attend the Winter Scholarly Program on February 11, 2013. A panel of 
speakers will address the need to translate evidence-based practice to 
bedside nursing. Scholarship and best practices must be implemented with 
patients on a daily basis to ensure positive patient outcomes. Come and learn 
about this important topic in nursing.

(Continued on Page 2)
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Board Of Directors

       President

Dr. Deborah Tapler
dtapler@twu.edu
214-689-6788

Vice President
Nola Schrum

nschrum@twu.edu
214-689-6574

Secretary
Dr. Catherine Bailey
cbailey2@twu.edu

214-689-6571

Treasurer
Nancy McMenamy

nmcmenamy@twu.edu
214-689-6538

Governance (Dallas)
Kristine Morris

kmorris1@twu.edu
214-689-6576

Governance (Dallas)
Dr. Janice Anderson

jturner@twu.edu
214-689-6569

Governance (Denton)
Dr. Vicki Zeigler

vzeigler@twu.edu
940-898-2433

Leadership Succession
Dr. Verdell Marsh

Verdell.marsh@va.gov

Research & Scholarship
Dr. Deborrah Wegmann

dwegmann@twu.edu
214-689-6547

Archivist, Website, Key Award
Dr. Tanya Schlemmer

stti.drschlemmer@gmail.com

Membership Involvement
Dr. Mari Tietze

mteitze@twu.edu
214-689-6792

Fund Raising
Debby Nolan

dnolan@twu.edu
214-689-6526
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(President’s Message continued)

One of the benefits of being a member of STTI is the ability to apply for 
research and scholarship grants. Each year, the chapter takes applications to 
receive funds for member research projects, scholarship endeavors, and 
program attendance. If you are interested in submitting an application, please 
go to our website for information or contact Dr. Deborrah Wegmann at 
dwegmann@twu.edu. The deadline for applications is March 4, 2013.

The Beta Beta Chapter Annual Induction of new members is scheduled for 
April 19, 2013 at the AW Harris Faculty Club at UTSW in Dallas. We expect a 
large crowd of candidates and their families for the event. All candidate 
registration is managed online with the help of the Governance Committee. If 
you are interested in attending, please contact Kristine Morris at 
kmorris1@twu.edu.

Thank you for your membership in Sigma Theta Tau Beta Beta Chapter. We 
appreciate your support and encourage you to become active and attend 
chapter events for our members.

Sincerely,

Deborah Tapler, PhD, RN, CNE

Beta Beta Chapter, Dallas/Denton, President

dtapler@twu.edu

End-of-Life Seminar
November 20, 2012

 Forty senior-level TWU nursing students attended a luncheon and 
seminar on End-of-Life issues co-sponsored by Sigma Theta Tau, Beta Beta 
chapter. Dr. Catherine Bailey, Secretary of the Beta Beta chapter, organized 
the event for the students along with several senior faculty members. Ms. 
Kirsten Kaae RN BSN LPC M.ED has been serving the needs of terminally ill 
patients and their families for over 20 years. In a presentation entitled 
“Communications Associated with End-of-Life Circumstances,” Ms. Kaae 
discussed the important topic of what to say when faced with a loss of 
words during a tragedy or crisis. She discussed the art of listening. The 
practical and informative presentation was interesting and insightful for 
nursing students who are trying to develop their communication strategies. 
Lunch was provided free of charge supported by the chapter.
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Winter Scholarly Program 2013
EVIDENCE-BASED PRACTICE IN THE HOSPITAL SETTING:

 IMPLEMENTING EBP

Panel of Guest Speakers from THR Presbyterian Dallas

Becky Douglas, MS, RNC-MNN, WHNP-BC, CA/CP SANE
Rebecca Horn, MSN, RN-C
Jennifer Sellar, BSN, RN-C

Marina Reeves, MS, RN

Texas Woman’s University
T. Boone Pickens Institute of Health Sciences, Dallas

Monday, February 11, 2013
Room 3620
Complimentary Dinner Served at 6:00pm
Panel Presentation at 6:45pm
Please RSVP to Nola Schrum at nschrum@twu.edu by February 6, 2013

19th National Nursing Research Conference
October 12, 2012

 In October, the Sigma Theta Tau Beta Beta 
chapter co-sponsored the biennial research conference 
offered by the Department of Veterans Affairs North 
Texas Health Care System along with Chi Eta Phi. The 
day-long conference was offered at the Crowne Plaza 
Hotel Dallas Market Center in downtown Dallas and 
awarded 6 contact hours. The focus of the conference 
was enthusiastically presented by the keynote speaker, 
Dr. Carolyn Mosely, in a speech entitled “Advancing 
Nursing Research through Evidence-Based Practice.” 
The well-attended conference offered an interesting 

array of research presentations from all areas of nursing 
practice including hospital nursing to educational 
programming as well as poster presentations and 
exhibits. Many vendors were present to showcase new 
publications, technology, and services.
	 The Beta Beta Chapter was well represented. 
Dr. Debbie Tapler, President of the Beta Beta chapter, 
gave a welcoming address to the participants. Many 
chapter members organized, presented, or attended 
the conference. The next conference is schedule in 
2014.
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Research Grant Criteria

 Research Grants are available for involved 
Beta Beta Chapter members (i.e., attends at least 2 
chapter meetings, active committee or Board member) 
or those accepted for membership at the next 
induction.  The grants are made available to foster 
research and to provide financial support for both new 
nurse researchers and experienced nurse researchers 
beginning new areas of research.

Research Grant Allocation:

• Submission of an application does not 

guarantee funding.  

• Judges will review Research Grant 

requests based on potential impact to 

nursing.

• Amounts of funding for each applicant 

will vary and will not exceed $1000.

• Individuals may receive one Research 

Grant every 3 years, and only for new 

research studies.

• Grants do not include funds for indirect 

costs.

A completed applications package must be 
submitted to the chair of the Research, 
Scholarship and Awards Committee at the email 
address below on or before March 4, 2013.  

Notification:

• Upon completion of the application review 
process, applicants will be notified in 
writing by April 15, 2013 of the review 
committee’s action.  

• Primary investigators are expected to 
attend the Beta Beta Chapter induction 
ceremony on April 19, 2013 at the Faculty 
Club at Southwestern Medical School to 
accept awards.

For more information contact:

Deborrah J. Wegmann, PhD, RN
Chair, Research Grants, Scholarships and Awards 
Committee
dwegmann@twu.edu
214.689.6547 (o)
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Scholarship Award Categories and 
Criteria

	 Scholarship awards are available to nurses who 
are involved members (i.e., attend 2 chapter meetings, 
active committee or Board member) of the Beta Beta 
Chapter of Sigma Theta Tau.  The purpose of the 
awards is to recognize outstanding scholarship by 
qualified nurses that will advance knowledge in nursing 
science and practice.

Application package must be submitted to the 
Research, Scholarship and Awards Committee at 
the email address below on or before March 4, 
2013.

Scholarship Allocation:

• Submission of an application does not 

guarantee funding.  

• Judges will review scholarship requests 

based on potential impact to nursing.

• Amounts of funding for applicants will vary 

and will not exceed $1000.

Notification:
• Upon completion of the application review 

process, applicants will be notified, in 
writing, by April 15, 2013 of the review 
committee’s action.  

• Recipients are expected to attend the Beta 
Beta Chapter induction ceremony 
scheduled for April 19, 2013 to accept 
their awards. 

For questions and electronic submission of 
application package, contact:

Deborrah J. Wegmann, PhD, RN
Chair, Research Grants, Scholarships and Awards 
Committee
dwegmann@twu.edu
214.689.6547 (o)
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	 It is with great honor that we present a 
member spotlight for Dr. Verdell Marsh. Dr. Marsh is 
retiring from the Department of Veteran Affairs North 
Texas Health Care System Dallas this month. Dr. Marsh 
has been a very active member of Beta Beta and will 
continue to participate in leadership positions for the 
chapter in the future despite her nursing retirement. We 
wish to pay tribute to an honored colleague as she 
retires.
 Dr. Marsh began her nursing career as an 
alumnus of Texas Woman’s University. She received her 
Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees from TWU in 1974 
and 1981 respectively. She then continued her 
education by earning a PhD in Nursing from TWU in 
1997. Dr. Marsh has a long history as a highly 
experienced and motivated nurse educator, researcher, 
and associate nurse executive who is dedicated to 
meeting patient care needs through the art and science 
of nursing.  She served in the position of Associate 
Chief Nurse for Education at the VA North Texas Health 
Care System.  Dr. Marsh had the overall responsibility 
and accountability for the competency and educational 
needs of over 900 nursing employees at the VANTHCS 
where she provided leadership in the application of 
theories of adult learning to effect client care, 
organizational processes and systems, and improving 
outcomes at the organizational level. Dr. Marsh also 
engaged in nursing research activities and consulted 
with staff who had research interests as co-chair of the 
medical center's Nursing Research Council and 
member of the Research and Development committee.  

Dr. Marsh is an author who publishes in nursing 
journals and serves on the editorial review board of the 
Journal of Theory Construction and Testing.  Dr. Marsh 
has received numerous awards in the VANTHCS and in 
nursing organizations, including two-time recipient of 
the Beta Beta Chapter, Sigma Theta Tau International 
Member of the Year Award and 2010 VANTHCS 
Outstanding Woman Award for Community Service.  
She currently serves as member of the Board of 
Directors and has held several leadership positions, 
including Immediate-Past President of the Beta Beta 
Chapter, Sigma Theta Tau. In 2009, she traveled to 
Bangalore, India as a representative of the Beta Beta 
Chapter to present topics related to cardiovascular 
nursing to students and spoke at the graduation of the 
Bangalore School of Nursing. In recognition of her 
contributions to nursing research, she was appointed 
as honorary Assistant Research Professor at Texas 
Woman's University in which she has lectured as a 
guest.  She serves as Adjunct Faculty at El Centro 
College and TUI University. 
	 Militarily, she has completed the Basic officers 
Course, Advanced Officers Course, and Command 
General & Staff College and holds the rank of Colonel in 
the United States Army Reserve Nurses Corps.  She 
served at the 130th Station Hospital in Heidelberg, 
Germany during Operations Desert Shield/Storm as 
nurse manager of the Post Anesthesia Care Unit.
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(Continued on next page)



	

BETA BETA BYLINES	
 SPRING 2013
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  She retired as the Chief Nurse of the 94th 
Combat Support Hospital in Seagoville, TX in 2007.  
COL (Retired) Marsh was highly decorated with several 
medals and ribbons, including:  Army Reserve 
Components Achievement Medal, Armed Forces 
Reserve Medal, National Defense Service Medal, 
Overseas Service Medal, Certificate of Appreciation, 
Fifth Army, Certificate of Achievement, Heidelberg 
MEDDAC, Scroll of Appreciation, 7th Medical 
Command, Army Reserve Components Achievement 
Medal, Armed Forces Reserve Medal, and Army 
Commendation Medal with Oak Leaf Cluster. She also 
received the coveted Meritorious Service Medal for the 

serving in increasingly challenging positions from July 
1977 to July 2007.

Dr. Marsh is a member of the Saintsville 
COGIC where the honorable Bishop J. Neaul Haynes, 
General Board member, is the pastor.  She serves as 
president of the Texas Northeast First Jurisdiction 
Nurses Unit and as Second Vice President and 
Educator of the International Nurses Unit of the COGIC. 
Dr. Marsh speaks nationally at nursing meetings and 
locally in state and jurisdictional meetings on nursing, 
spirituality, and health.

The Beta Beta Chapter congratulates Dr. 
Marsh on her retirement and wishes her the best in the 
future!

 The Founder’s Day program presented at TWU 
in October was amazing. “Global Initiatives, Nursing 
Partnerships: Delivering Nursing Care Around the 
World” was the title of the program. The program was 
organized by Nola Schrum, Vice President of the Beta 
Beta chapter. Using a panel discussion format, five 
nurses who have traveled to destinations around the 
world presented their stories and photographs to the 
audience. Nola Schrum MS RN CCRN and Andrew 
Awoniyi ND RN CDE discussed outreach efforts in 
Africa. Ms. Schrum offered information about the Bless 
The Children program in Tanzania. Dr. Awoniyi, a Beta 
Beta chapter member, is currently on the board of a 
nonprofit organization called Grace Project International 
in Nigeria.

Nola Schrum

Dr. Andrew Awoniyi

Ho Soon Michelle Cho PhD RN, a Beta Beta member 
and TWU faculty, discussed her recent trip to South 
Korea. She traveled to her native country and met with 
dignitaries concerning national health issues. She 
showed pictures of her visit. She also takes a 
leadership role in arranging for the visit of Korean 
nursing students to TWU each December to January 
for educational programming.

Dr. Ho Soon Michelle Cho

Founder’s Day
October 8, 2012



	

Graciela Reyes Salinas MS RN CNE discussed 
partnerships with Mexico and Latin America. Ms. 
Salinas, a Beta Beta member and TWU adjunct faculty, 
is a leader in international nursing topics related to 
Central American countries. She presented information 
about the difficulties encountered by international 
nurses who wish to practice in the USA and her work 
with the Texas Board of Nursing to transition foreign 
nurses into practice.

Graciela Salinas

Ellen Palmer PhD RN is member of the UT Arlington 
nursing faculty and Delta Theta chapter of Sigma Theta 
Tau. Dr. Palmer has partnered with the Beta Beta 
chapter for many years to support her work with the 
International Child Care organization in Haiti. She 
travels often to Haiti especially after the recent 
earthquake that damaged the health care agency that 
she visits. She showed photographs of the destruction 
in 2010 and the efforts to build back the infrastructure 
necessary to address the needs of patients.

Dr. Ellen Palmer

Thank you to all the nurses who attended this 
wonderful program that was so meaningful to the panel 
of speakers. An incredible Founder’s Day event!

Dr. Cho, Dr. Palmer, Dr. Tapler, Dr. Woods

Panel of Speakers
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Luncheon for Visiting Korean 
Students
January 11, 2013

 Texas Woman’s University College of Nursing 
partnered with Daejeon Health Sciences College in 
South Korea to offer a Global Nursing Program. The 
focus of the program was to learn nursing care of 
critical cardiovascular disorders and women’s health 
issues. Ten Korean nursing students along with a 
faculty member participated in the educational program 
at TWU. The students arrived in mid-December for two 
weeks of English training and sightseeing in Texas. The 
final two weeks of the visit was educationally based at 
TWU. The students visited local hospitals, attended 
lectures by TWU nursing faculty members, and actively 
participated in simulation scenarios (high-risk 
pregnancy to bioterrorism). The students received 
valuable insight into the health care system of the US 
and the American culture. They even visited the mall! 
On January 11, 2013, the students received 
certification of participation in the Global Nursing 
Program at a luncheon sponsored by STTI, Beta Beta 
Chapter. The students traveled back to South Korea in 
mid-January.
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Calendar of Events

February 11, 2013 – 6:00pm
Winter Scholarly Program
TWU Campus
Room 3620, Dallas, TX

April 19, 2013 - 6:30pm
Induction Ceremony
AW Harris Faculty Club at UTSW
Dallas, TX

May 6, 2013 - 4:00pm
Board Transition Meeting
TWU Campus
Dallas, TX

Chapter/Board
Meetings
All board members and interested
chapter members are invited to attend
monthly meetings.
2nd Monday of the month

February 11
March 18

T. Boone Pickens Institute of Health Sciences - Dallas Center


